The Learning Curve 

The Family Solution 















The Learning Curve 




ft 










a- ;ro?eX 




The Learning Curve has been 
thoughtfully designed and specifically 
packaged to serve the requirements of 
family computing through the 1990s. 

In schools, the National Curriculum 
is changing the way subjects are taught 
and recommends the use of computer 
technology as a tool for learning across 
all subjects. 

The standard in educational 
computing has been set by Acorn 
Computers with the BBC micro series 
used in over 85% of British schools. 

The Learning Curve offers families a 
choice of Acorn computer, which 
extends learning into the home through 
a creative range of software and support 
materials. 

With increasing job mobility and the 
widespread use of personal computers, 
facsimile machines, car and mobile 
telephones, the ‘working from home’ 
concept has become an option for many. 
The Learning Curve package of software 
enables most common business programs 
to be used. 

Whether home from school, home 
from the office or workplace, or just an 
enthusiast, The Learning Curve provides 
the complete family computing solution. 
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The Family Solution 

Discover the amazing versatility and 
breadth of imaginative learning 
opportunities contained in the package 
of applications software. Listen to the 
comprehensive audio training tape, then 
in no time you will be crafting designs by 
using the Draw application, or creating a 
masterpiece with Paint. Choose from a 
wide range of colours and magnify the 
image for precision, all by simple move' 
ments of the Mouse. 

You’ve only just begun. There are 
games to play and a puzzle to solve, or 
just settle back with Maestro and listen 
to your favourite composer. 

PC Compatible 

The Learning Curve provides a 
powerful PC Emulator, creating an 
environment compatible with a business 
PC. Whether you are working from 
home or home from work, you can run 
software such as Lotus 123, Word Perfect 
and many DOS'based programs. 
Pacmania 

Pacmania is the classic 
arcade game with brilliant 
graphics. It will test your 
dexterity, reactions and 
keyboard control. 

A game for the 
children to 
display their 
skills and a 
challenge for 
all the family. 


The Powerful Heart 

The Learning Curve offers a choice 
of Acorn microcomputers as the powen 
ful heart of family learning - the BBC 
A3000 or the Acorn A5000. Your needs 
and aspirations will determine which 
you choose. 

All software is integrated and 
displayed in windows, then selected and 
loaded with simple movements of the 
Mouse. Help messages mean that every 
activity can be undertaken with 
confidence. Software displays conform to 
the same familiar screen environment, so 
they are easy to recognise, 
easy to learn and easy for 
all the family to use. 
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but also 
the home and 
office. Used as a 
database, Genesis 
can provide 


an electonic card index for many home 
uses such as telephone and address files, 
recipes, accounts and other family 
information. 

For the office, it can be cross 
referencing databases for any business 
requirement or used to produce high 
quality reports, proposals or overhead 
presentations. 

1 st Word Plus 

1st Word Plus is a professional 
standard word-processing program, the 
most commonly used personal computer 
application. It provides the versatility of 
preparing easily corrected text and the 
integration of graphics. Words, sentences 
or entire paragraphs can be changed or 
moved around the page. 

For a school project or business 
presentation a 70,000 word English 
dictionary checks spelling, bringing 
quality to every aspect of printed work. 


Genesis 

Genesis is an extremely powerful, 
yet easy to use system. It provides 
a framework for setting up pages of 
information that can be created using a 
mixture of text, graphics, sound and 
animation, covering any subject the 
family chooses. 

The National Curriculum states 
that “pupils should be able to select 
appropriate software and use it to produce 
presentations or reports, which combine 
different forms of information in a well 
organised way”. Genesis provides the 
ideal tool for this purpose. 

It not only complements school 


Acorn Desktop Publisher 

Power over the printed page - for 
producing school course work, personal 
or professional and business use, Acorn 
Desktop Publisher allows you to create 
pages with style. 

Add headlines, adjust the size of 
illustrations, choose different type styles 
and move items from r @ ^ ;, r - | 

place to place. Acorn 
Desktop Publisher is so 
easy to learn, you can 
achieve excellent results 
from the word go. 

Text, created with 1st Word Plus and 
illustrations prepared with Draw, can 
easily be integrated, along with 
information from other applications. 

Its use is as long as your imagination. 

When your first page is ready, you 
can print it out immediately using the 
Acorn JP 150, or one of a wide range of 
popular printers. 

Acorn Desktop Publisher comes as 
standard with the Acorn A5000 
Learning Curve and is available as an 
option with the BBC A3000. 

Acorn JP 150 Printer 

To complement The Learning Curve 
system the Acorn JP 150 bubble ink-jet 
printer is offered as an 
option. Small and 
compact, it delivers 
high performance 
letter quality and 
superb graphics output 
on plain paper in almost complete silence. 
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Acorn A5000 Learning Curve System 































Features 


The Learning Curve offers a choice of microcomputer with accompanying software 
and support items. 


BBC A3000 Learning Curve 

• BBC A3000, ARM2, 32 bit micro 
with integral disc drive. 

• Comprehensive audio training 
tape, 120 minute tutorial including 
practical help in operating the 
computer. 

• Parental Guide to the National 
Curriculum 

• Applications suite of software 
including: Paint, Draw, Edit, a music 
program, games and a range of useful 
utilities. 

• Pacmania 22 levels arcade game, a 
challenge for all the family. 

• PC Emulator and DOS software. 

• Genesis a suite of applications 
combining information with user 
creativity and integrating animation, 
text, graphics and music. 

• 1st Word Plus fully functional 
word-processing package. 


Acorn A5000 Learning Curve 

• Acorn A5000, ARM3, 32 bit micro, 
all software integrated on internal 
hard disc, floppy disc drive. 

• Comprehensive audio training 
tape, 120 minute tutorial including 
practical help in operating the 
computer. 

• Parental Guide to the National 
Curriculum 

• Applications suite of software 
including: Paint, Draw, Edit, a music 
program, games and a range of useful 
utilities. 

• Pacmania 22 levels arcade game, a 
challenge for all the family. 

• PC Emulator and DOS software. 

• Genesis a suite of applications 
combining information with user 
creativity and integrating animation, 
text, graphics and music. 

• 1 st Word Plus fully functional 
word-processing package. 

• Acorn Desktop Publisher 
professional standard publishing, runs 
with the Acorn JP 150 and most 
popular printers. 





Microcomputer Specification 



BBC A3000 

Acorn A5000 

Central Processing Unit 

ARM2, 32 bit microprocessor using Reduced 

Instruction Set Computer (RISC) technology. 

ARM3, 32 bit microprocessor using Reduced 
Instruction Set Computer (RISC) technology. 

Memory and Data Storage 

1 Mbyte of fully addressable RAM, with option to 
upgrade to 2 Mbytes. 

RISC operating system stored in 512 Kbytes of ROM, 
including the BASIC programming language along 
with the graphical user interface. 

2 Mbytes of fully addressable RAM, with option to 
upgrade to 4Mbytes 

RISC OS 3 graphical user interface (GUI) stored in 
ROM with frequently used fonts. 


3.5" floppy disc drive, 800K (formatted) capacity. 
Optional third party hard disc upgrade. 

3.5" floppy disc drive, 1.6MB (formatted) capacity. 
Internal 40MB hard disc with internal space for an 
additional floppy drive. 

Display (optional) 

Colour monitor, monitor stand, 14" analogue RGB 
colour monitor, text and graphics display. 

Resolution: 640x256. 4096 colour palette. 

Outputs for alternative monitor 

Acorn multiscan colour monitor with VGA 
capability 

Resolution: 640x480 pixel in 256 colours 

Outputs for alternative monitor 

Monitors 

Analogue RGB and sync (via 9-pin D type socket) 
and composite monochrome 

Analogue RGB and sync and composite mono¬ 
chrome via 15 pin VGA style D-type connector. 

Sound 

Two-channel stereo with seven stereo positions 
and eight voices. 

Two built-in stereo speakers and support for personal 
headphones via 3.5mm jack socket located at rear of 
processor unit. 

Two-channel stereo with seven stereo positions 
and eight voices. 

Single 3.5” speaker and support for personal 
headphones via 3.5mm jack socket located at rear of 
processor unit. 

Keyboard and Mouse 

103-key enhanced PC AT style keyboard. 

Three button mouse. 

Separate 103-key enhanced PC AT style keyboard 
with adjustable position. Three button mouse. 

Interfaces 

Parallel port, based on Centronics standard, with 

25 pin D type connector. 

Optional serial port: standard 9 pin RS 232 

D-type plug. 

Parallel port, based on Centronics 
standard, with 25 pin D type connector. 

Serial port: standard 9 pin 

RS 232 D-type plug. 

Acorn Expansion options 

Econet internal plug-in module for Acorn’s 
proprietary network. 

MIDI and user port expansion card (internal). 

Serial port upgrade. Memory upgrade: RAM 
upgrade from 1 to 2 Mbytes. External expansion 

64 way connector allows the use of existing 
(5v power supply) expansion cards (external). 

Econet internal plug-in module for Acorn’s 
proprietary network. 

Interface cards - 4 single width Eurocard expansion 
slots (or 2 double width). 

Acorn and third party expansion options include: 
MIDI, IEEE488, STE Bus controller, SCSI, 

Ethernet video frame grabbing, sound sampling and 
transputer boards. 

Printer (optional) 

Acorn JP150 bubble jet 300x300 dpi resolution. 

Letter quality at 80 cps Draft at 160 cps; 

Graphics mode (not from 1st Word Plus) 

Automatic sheet feeder. (Optional) 

Acorn JP150 bubble jet 300x300 dpi rosolution. 

Letter quality at 80 cps Draft at 160 cps; 

Graphics mode (not from 1st Word Plus) 

Automatic sheet feeder. (Optional) 

Standard Software 

In ROM: RISC OS GUI, includes support for 
mouse and pointer system. Filing systems are also 
supported. 

In ROM: RISC OS 3.0 GUI includes support for 
mouse and pointer system. Filing systems are also 
supported. 



Applications provided in ROM include: 

Alarm, Calculator, Configure, Draw, Edit, Help, 

Paint, Sprite Editor, Font manager and commonly 
used fonts 

Applications on disc 

Configure, Draw, Edit, Help, Paint and Sprite Editor 
Printer drivers: dot matrix and postscript 

6502 emulator, Alarm, Calculator, Lander game, 

Music demo, Magnifier utilities, Electronic mail 
software, Patience game, Puzzle game, BASIC Editor 

Printer drivers: dot matrix, postscript, laserjet and 
integrex, 6502 emulator, Lander game, Music game, 
Magnifier utilities, Patience game, Puzzle game, 
Electronic mail software, BASIC Editor. 

Documentation 

Welcome guide, User guide, BBC BASIC guide 
(optional) Programmer’s reference manual (optional) 

Welcome guide, User guide, BBC BASIC guide 
(optional) Programmer’s reference manual(optional) 


Acorn Computers Ltd 
Fulboum Road 
Cherry Hinton 
Cambridge 
CB1 4JN 

Tel: 0223 245200 
Fax: 0223 210685 
lnt:(+44 223) 245 200 


Acorn Computers 
Australia Pty Ltd 
12 Gipps St 
Collingwood 
Victoria 3066 

Tel: (03)419 3033 
Fax: (03) 419 2892 
Int: 010 613 419 3033 


Australia 
A com Computers 
Australia Pty Ltd 
Unit 7, 190 George St 
Parramatta 

New South Wales 2150 

Tel: (02) 891 6555 
Fax: (02) 635 9641 
Int: 010 612 891 6555 


New Zealand 
A com Computers 
New Zealand Ltd 
1 Ngaire Avenue, 

PO Box 26-287 
Epsom Auckland 3 

Tel: (09) 5204 049 
Fax: (09) 5203 321 
Int: 010 649 5204049 
Telex: AA 178559 SATCOM 


Every effort has been made to ensure that the information in this brochure is true and correct at the time 
of going to press. However, the products described in this brochure are subject to continuous development 
and improvement and Acorn Computers Limited reserves the right to change the specifications at any time. 
Acorn Computers cannot accept liability for any loss or damage arising from the use of information 
or particulars in this brochure. MS-DOS is a trademark of Microsoft Corporation. Map supplied by Collins- 
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